Endothelial function and the kidney. An emerging target for cardiovascular therapy.
Endothelial dysfunction is emerging as an important factor in the early development of acute and chronic renal disease. Drugs aimed specifically at rectifying this aberration are being developed, although other established agents such as calcium antagonists, angiotensin converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitors and HMG CoA reductase inhibitors also have beneficial effects in this setting. Calcium antagonists are particularly effective at ameliorating acute renal ischaemia associated with endothelial dysfunction. Combination therapy with a calcium antagonist and an ACE inhibitor might optimise the beneficial effects of calcium channel blockade on the sequelae of endothelial dysfunction in chronic renal failure.